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impossible to grudge it them: but, as we look back,
now that time has allayed the bitterness of conflict,
it is legitimate to regret not only the passions that
were aroused, but the many false assumptions which
were made by both parties in the controversy.
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The mistakes of the classical party are obvious;
they were prepared for no concessions, resembling
rather those ultimate defenders of Constantinople
who preferred to see " the Turkish turban rather than
the cardinal's hat" in Santa Sophia or, if a more
vulgar simile be preferred, were ready to empty out
the baby with the bath. If they might not teach
composition both in Latin and Greek, both in verse
and prose, to all boys, they maintained that their
favourite subjects would perish of inanition.

One solitary voice, so far as I remember, was
raised to urge moderation: that of the author of a
pamphlet entitled To Save Greek, Abolish Latin
Prose: but he had laid profane hands on the ark of
the covenant, and we all remember what happened
to the well-intentioned Uzzah.

But if the attitude of most of the champions of
the classics was indefensible what shall be said of
their opponents? Was there any voice raised in
their camp to remind them that Greece was the first
European home of science, or even that their
vocabulary depended for its intelligent use on some